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Bauhaus Today Fund  

 

On the occasion of the 100th anniversary of the State Bauhaus, the German Federal Cultural 

Foundation has launched an extensive funding programme titled “Bauhaus 2019”. The 

“Bauhaus Today Fund” represents an important part of this programme as an application-

based, project funding instrument. 

 

With this fund, the Federal Cultural Foundation hopes to draw national attention to the 

contemporary relevance of the Bauhaus and inspire artistic projects which utilise the highly 

topical ideas and methods of the historic Bauhaus to address the important issues of today. 

 

Of the many topics the Bauhaus explored, hardly any have lost their relevance. In fact, 

contemporary discourse continues to be dominated by questions regarding how and in what 

kind of world we want to live, learn, work, share and shape our coexistence in the future. The 

aim of the Bauhaus Today Fund is to address these questions from the perspective of a 

society, confronted with the challenges of migration, digitalisation, globalisation and rapidly 

dwindling natural resources. 

 

 

Funding criteria 

 

1. The Bauhaus Today Fund is targeted at artistic projects which reflect the diversity of 

society in the public sphere. Their visibility in Germany must be ensured. Funding is awarded 

to projects which serve as a model in terms of their thematic and artistic significance and 

impact. Funding can be granted to projects in all artistic areas, as well as cross-disciplinary 

projects which cannot be commercially implemented. Purely scientific research projects and 

publications are not eligible for funding. 

 

2. Eligibility: The legal form of the applying institution (e.g. foundation, association, public or 

private corporate enterprise or private company) has no significance in the funding decision. 

The Federal Cultural Foundation does not fund research projects organised by individuals or 

groups of individuals who are not firmly established within an organisation. The Federal 

Cultural Foundation may not finance projects which are already receiving funding from the 

Federal Government Commissioner for Culture and the Media or any of its permanently 

funded institutions (e.g. Hauptstadtkulturfonds (German Capital Culture Fund), Stiftung 

Kulturfonds (The Arts Fund Foundation), Deutscher Literaturfonds (German Literature Fund), 

Fonds Darstellende Künste (Performing Arts Fund), Fonds Soziokultur (Sociocultural Fund). 

“Operational funding” to institutions is excluded. 

 

3. To be eligible for funding, applicants must secure at least 20% of the entire project 

budget with their own resources and/or third-party financing. The allocation of these personal 

resources must be confirmed in writing by the institution’s management. Confirmation of 

other funds (third-party financing) must be provided in the form of a written, legally binding 
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notification of funding, funding contract or funding commitment by the third-party sponsor. 

Requested funding must total at least 50,000 euros. 

 

4. Funding is generally granted in the form of shortfall financing. Applicants are not legally 

entitled to funding. The approval, payment and accounting of funding, the proof and review of 

expenditures, as well as the possible withdrawal from the funding contract or reclamation of 

funding are subject to §23 and §44 of the Federal Budget Code, the administrative 

regulations and the applicable regulations stipulated by the Administrative Ordinance. 

Funding payments can only be effected after the funding contract has been concluded. The 

project may begin no sooner than the jury decision and must come to an end by 31 

December 2019.  

 

5. Applicants are required to use the funding application forms available on the website of 

the Federal Cultural Foundation. The following documents must be submitted together with 

the online application form: 

 

• Complete, factually based Cost and Financing Plan (CFP) 

 

• Written confirmation of funding from other sponsors 

 

• Written confirmation of participation from the responsible artistic directors 

 

• Written confirmation from cooperation partners / event venues 

 

• Written confirmation/ option of participation from key artists/ participants 

 

• List of artists/ speakers/ participants with short CVs 

 

• Event programme/ schedule  

 

6. The submission deadline is 31 January 2017 (first round) and 31 January 2018 (second 

round). The submission date is determined by the date of receipt of the online form. 

Applications submitted after the deadline will not be considered. The jury will make its final 

recommendations in closed session in May 2017 (first round) and May 2018 (second round).  

 

7. Funding cannot be granted to projects which have begun, i.e. effected payments or 

entered contractual agreements, prior to the jury session. Moreover, funding cannot be 

awarded to projects which have already been rejected in a previous round of applications.  

 

8. The Executive Committee of the Federal Cultural Foundation makes the final funding 

decisions based upon the recommendations of an independent jury of experts. The 

Foundation’s Board of Trustees must approve funding decisions for projects totalling more 

than 250,000 euros. 

 

9. This version of the funding criteria entered into effect on 1 July 2016 and is subject to 

change.  


