
Cultural Territories Concept 0.2 
 
„Space is not a scientific object removed from ideology and politics; it has always been political and strategic. If 
space has an air of neutrality and indifference with regard to its contents and thus seems to be ‚purely‘ formal, 
the epitome of rational abstraction, it is precisely because it has been occupied and used, and has already been 
the focus of past processes whose traces are not always evident on the landscape. Space has been shaped and 
molded from historical and natural elements, but this has been a political process. Space is political and 
ideological. It. is a product literally filled with ideologies.“ 
Henri Lefebvre, 1976 
 
„Space and the political organization of space express social relationships but also react back upon them...“ 
David Harvey, 1973  
 
To show art from “Eastern Europe” implies to focus on a certain territory and on certain 
cultural configurations within this territory. This territory is not neutral but occupied by past 
and present concepts and images. “Eastern Europe” has been a political-strategic construction 
based on economic, socio-cultural values and valuations. Talking about “Eastern Euope” 
nowadays still means former socialistic countries in Central, South Eastern and Eastern 
Europe but - of course - within their new borders. These projections made on the basis of a 
former socialistic past suggest homogeneity and continue ultimately with the old territorial 
exclusions and inclusions. The construct “Eastern Europe” says a lot about the political-
intellectual culture of the (a) “west” but hits back to the political, economic and socio-cultural 
life in Central, South Eastern and Eastern Europe. Identity is build up as well through 
definitions from outside. 
 
Cultural Territories explores the post-communistic conditions in Central, South Eastern and 
Eastern Europe: What does it mean becoming a nation? How to deal with immanent 
contradictions of “being national” and “acting global”? What about the attempts to disconnect 
consciously from a national context in searching for “international codes”? Which role does 
and could culture play within the groundbriking social shifts and transformations in the 
former socialist countries? The project seeks to examine the role of “cultural territorries”, 
including political, economic and social aspects, and asks in how far the realm of culture can 
emancipate itself from national agendas. Cultural Territories aims to open discussions and 
debates beyond “national geography”. It starts with a content frame, which can and should be 
shaped, reframed and interpretated during the process by the various participants. 
 
1. Dealing with the recent, traumatic past (socialism, war, failed utopia etc.) 
2. Role of Economy in building up and destroying national identity 
2. Ethnical intolerance/tolerance (ethnic, gender...) 
3. To position oneself in relation to others (either by giving up national agendas or 

emphasising them) 
4. Current socio-political activism (linked to cultural political activism) 
5. The role of visual art within “cultural territorries” 
 
Cultural Territories is a long-term project with an open end and flexible structure.  
The first step to be taken is to create a smaller circle of curators/artists/representatives of 
Central, Eastern and South Eastern Europe, who are invited to do projects/exhibitions/talks at 
the Galerie für Zeitgenössische Kunst in Leipzig. In the course of development of the project 
the number of participants will gradually grow through establishing a network between artists, 
theoreticians and curators from different countries. Every participant will bring new ideas and 
views on the subject of „cultural territories“ questionning and defining the notion of 
„territory“ and „cultural interrelations“. 
 



Cultural Territories # 01  
In January, 10-13th, 10 curators will be invited to Leipzig. These three days in Leipzig are 
dedicated to public presentations (ca. 30 min each) as well as to informal meetings and talks.  
 
Adam Budak, curator, former: Bunker Sztuki, Krakow  
Lejla Hodzic, curator, Sarajewo Art Center 
Kostutis Koizinas, curator, Contemporary Art Information Center, Vilnius 
Suzana Milevska, curator, National Museum in Skopje 
Gregor Podnar, curator, Scuc Gallery, Ljublijana 
Adam Szymcyk/Andzej Pryzwara, Joanna Mytkowska, curators and founders of Gallery 
Foksal Foundation, Warsaw  
Katalin Timár, curator, Ludwig Museum in Budapest 
 
Cultural Territories # 02 
On week later an exhibition by Artur Zmijewski (a cooperation between Gallery Foksal 
Foundation and the GfZK) will open. It focuses on the issue of „social and cultural 
translations“ (between deaf and dumb, hard hearing and hearing people, between Polish and 
German, visual art and music, bewteen different cultures) and outcoming misunderstandings. 
In March a symposium will be held on this topic.  
 
"Introducing Sites/Cultural Territories# 03 and # 04”  
In March the double exhibition "Introducing Sites/Cultural Territories# 03 and # 04” will take 
place at the GfZK # 3 will be curated by Ilina Koralova (Sofia), # 4 by the above mentioned 
colleagues. Koralova´s project... 
# 4 presents the major activities of the participants in their countries in a visual, exhibition 
format as well as the processes running within different social and political contexts. 
Since the main idea of the Cultural Territories is to follow a “polyphony of voices”, the 
curators should choose their means of presentation themselves. For example, they could 
present their interests and activities through a significant work of art, text, film or xerox-
copies. The exhibition links up with the gallery´s mayor subject of 2003, which focuses on the 
relationship between documentation and aesthetics.  
 
Cultural Territories # 05 
In September a presentation of art magazines, mostly only available in Central, South Eastern 
and Eastern Europe will be shown at the GfZK. All these magazines play an important role in 
the production of cultural identities. A discussion will be held at the Galerie für 
zeitgenössische Kunst, which seeks to explore the role and function of those magazines in 
terms of creating and establishing cultural values. 
 
Cultural Territories will concentrate on the field of contemporary visual arts of Central-, 
South Eastern and Eastern Europe. This does not exclude the interdisciplinary exchange on 
theoretical level. On the contrary, this exchange is seen as an important aspect of the project. 
Yet, all events within Cultural Territories will be related to the visual arts in order to explore 
the potential of cultural/artistic practise. 
 
Projektteam 2003: Barbara Steiner, Ilina Koralova in cooperation with Adam Budak, 
Lejla Hodzic, Kostutis Kuizinas, Suzana Milevska, Gregor Podnar, Adam Szymcyk/Andzej 
Pryzwara/ Joanna Mytkowska, Katalin Timár 
 
Board of Advisors: Azra Aksamija, Pavel Braïla, Oliver Musovik, Roman Ondak  
 


